

Case xxx.

Ghost rocket fell apart 

like a soap-bubble 



Time: August 12, about 15.00

Place: Karlstad



”GHOST BOMB THEORY FELL APART LIKE A SOAP-BUBBLE. No less than eight agitated voices, on the telephone at the VF editorial office, declared  at about 15.00 hours yesterday afternoon, that several trustworthy persons had seen ghost bombs moving in a northerly direction over Karlstad at an altitude of a few hundred meters. De were relatively small and clearly luminous. After a detailed investigation VF can report that the ghost projectiles were soap bubbles made by a little boy who sat on a sofa on Kungsgatan with a newly bought bubble apparatus and a can of soap-water.” (Värmlands Folkblad, August 13). 



Status: Soap bubbles

Source: Värmlands Folkblad, Aug. 13; Expressen, Aug. 13; Morgon Tidningen, Aug. 17; Östergötlands Folkblad, Aug. 23.





Case xxx.

Bomber crash blamed on ghost rocket



Time: Monday, August 12, about 10.00

Place: Valdshult, near Vaggeryd (county of Jönköping) 



It was about 10.00 hours, in the morning, when a two-enginged B 18 bomber (Air Force designation for the SAAB 18 type) crashed in Valdshult about twenty kilometers south of Jönköping. The Air Force lost another three members of the force: Sergeant Karl Eric Birger Segerhorn (pilot), Sergeant Ernst Arne Holm (signaller) and Second Lieutenant Jan-Olof Alm (a control pilot from the F9 wing).  



The plane, based at the F14 wing in Halmstad, was  on a navigation exercise flight, part of it as an instrumental flight with a dark cover (curtain) over the windshield. In the area of Öreryd, close to the turning point Vaggeryd, according to the newspapers, eye witnesses saw the plane circle at 1.000 m altitude for about 15 minutes [this was later proved to be wrong]. Finally, it crashed almost vertically towards ground.  



Ground witnesses in Valdshult reportedly saw ”the burning plane” [a statement also proved to be wrong] come in, from the south, over the parish and a while later it crashed in a wooded area about 500 metres NE of the [Valdshult] church. On impact the engine exploded and parts of the plane were spread over a large area. Thousands of destroyed parts were found up to 700 metres from the main impact site. 



Before impact the plane cracked a number of large trees, as if they were matches. Some 15 trees had been broken and thrown foreward. The plane ploughed a lane in the woods, 50 meters long and 15 meters wide. Two large holes, several metres in diameter, marked the central impact site.  



Jönköpings-Posten wrote explicitly: ”In the middle of all the wreckage lay, here and there, pieces of clothing, a deformed part of a corpse and some part from a parachute... Parts of at least two men could be seen here and there among the wreckage...” (Jönköpings-Posten, August 12)



The crash seemed inexplicable. The singallist had not reported any trouble, to the home base, ”although the plane had circled in the air for a quarter of an hour” [this was later refuted, see below]. The first media accounts spoke of an explosion in the air.



A commission of inquiry arrived the next day (August 13), including experts from the Air Force, the Air Administration, the Air Force test center, the manufacturer (SAAB) and the Explosives Inspection. They interviewed about ten witnesses who had seen the crash from different angles. 













Line drawing of B-18





B-18-boken foton, sid 64, 71, 72, bakpärmens insida (mittenteckningen B18 med 14-märkning)





Expressen, the popular, new Swedish evening newspaper (which had started in 1944), initiated their own speculations concerning the crash: 



”DID THE ACCIDENT PLANE COLLIDE WITH A RETURNING GHOST ROCKET?  Did the crashing bomber off Vaggeryd, yesterday, collide with a ghost projectile? The whole accident is yet swept in deep mystery and the commission of inquiry are hard at work trying to find a reasonable explanation for the tragical deaths of the crew of three. A theory has been proposed that the plane should have had its front destroyed by a violent collision in air, which thus would explain why the heavy bomber so suddenly turned vertically towards ground, without any radio messages at all about any mechanical damages. 



”People at the Air Force underline, talking to Expressen, that the whole accident is  c o m p l e-

t e l y  i n e x p l i c a b l e  and that one, within the force, is very concerned with getting the cause of the accident clarified. The theory of a collision with some kind of space projectile is, however, though [by the Air Force] to be a little improbable -- ”the probability of this [happening] is less than the chance that one would draw 13 cards of the same colour in a game of bridge”, someone says -- but fact remains that a number of witnesses saw how the plane, after almost 15 minutes of circling, suddenly turned the nose in an almost vertical, 1.000 m long, dive towards ground, and during all this time there was never any message at all from the radio telegraphist. 



”What happened up there in the cockpit of the heavy bomber? The accident cannot be explained with a fainting pilot -- there was, according to information from the Air Force, a trained second pilot on board --, and in any case the radio would have had the time to broadcast some message. Something must, by all signs to judge, have happened which, in one stroke, made the cockpit inoperable... 



”The mystique surrounding this accident is dense, this is admitted by the Air Force, where a logical explanation for the incident is lacking.” (Expressen, August 13).



The Expressen theory was cited by many papers, but three days later the commission published their preliminary results: 



”SPACE ROCKET NOT THE CAUSE FOR THE VALDSHULT ACCIDENT. Halmstad, August 15 (TT). The inquiry commission to study the Valdshult plane accident has now ended their work at the place [of the accident], but there are yet some flight tests and other investigations that remain, before the commission can submit their report, says the chairman of the commission, Lieutenant Colonel S.O.H. Svenow to the papers at Halmstad. We have, however, proved that no explosion took place in the air, says the Colonel. This statement is supported by several witnesses, who say that the plane was complete as it crashed towards ground. Only one witness thinks he saw an explosion in air. Besides the witness testimony the picture of the impact scene support [the theory] that no explosion can have occured in the air but only on impact. A theory that the plane should have been hit by a space rocket can thus be removed from the agenda.” (Jönköpings-Posten, July 15).



But Svenska Dagbladet (August 14) interviewed chief constable Folke Wieslander from Jönköping who stated that ”neither on Monday nor Tuesday were there any reports of projectiles from the area near the place of accident.”  This is also supported by our own (AFU´s) coverage of Swedish sources. There are no visual sightings in this area of Sweden for August 12.



And Expressen had to face the facts: 



”INVESTIGATION OF THE B 18 ACCIDENT: THE PILOT LOST CONTROL. About the air accident this Monday... there are now further information available, after the commission of inquiry performed a preliminary investigation. From this it is evident that the plane did not explode or break into parts, while in the air, but was crushed on impact... The most probable reason is that the pilot while training flying by instrument, with the windshield covered, for some reason lost control over the airplane. The flight was intended for navigation training along a triangular path, aided by radio... A theory is that the pilot during the turn over Vaggeryd for some reason lost control over the three steering mechanisms... A contibuting reason may be that the pilot, according to what he told a friend before the flight, but not to his officer in charge, this particular day felt indisposed. The accompanying control pilot never had the time to intervene.” (Expressen, August 16). 



Despite all this speculation the Valdshult accident is still, in Swedish Air Force statistics, an unexplained case, meaning, only, that no final conclusion could ever be drawn. It is evident that the speculation, in Expressen, came from bad reporting and overstatement of the facts. Someone, for instance, stated that the plane circled for 15 minutes. From the investigation it was evident that there were at least two other similar B 18 planes simultaneously flying along the same route, and it was evident that it was one (or two) of these that witnesses had seen 15 minutes before the crash.  



AFU has studied the investigation report on the crash of plane nr 18186, at the War Archives. Major C.F.Westrell of the Explosives Inspection was emphatic in his view that no explosion took place in the air. Flight engineer Åke Armgarth, another member of the commission, stated his view that the explosion took place on impact, when oxygen and fuel in the tanks ignited. The pilot, sergeant Segerhorn, had no previous experience with blind instrument flying, in this particular airplane type. The incident led to a reconstruction of the blind curtain in the cockpits of the B 18. The commission: ”The accident does not seem to have been caused by insufficient or failing supervision or maintenance of the material.”    



SAAB built 243 B 18 aircraft for the Air Force and many of them met with fatal accidents. Ten planes met with fatal misfortunes in 1946, alone. Case xxx (February 10) is one example of these numerous accidents. Morgon Tidningen of August 14 reported that an average of five Air Force personnel were killed each month due to accidents. Up to, and including, the Aug. 12 crash 34 persons had met their final fate in 1946, alone. New plane types and insufficient training were considered as the main causes of these accidents.



Status: No UFO / ghost rocket connection

Sources: Smålands Folkblad and Jönköpings-Posten, Aug.12; Helsinborgs Dagblad, Morgon Tidningen and Expressen, Aug.13; Svenska Dagbladet and Morgon Tidningen, Aug. 14; Jönköpings-Posten, Aug. 14 & 15; Expressen, Morgon Tidningen and Stockholms-Tidningen, Aug. 16. Investigative finalized on Oct.13, 1946 [Air Staff archives]. Torvald Johannes: Swedish Aviation Historical Society: Flyghistorisk revy nr 31, SAAB 18. 1984. 







Case xxx. A crater from a 
rocket?






To be commented and checked.../AL



	



REPORT 



on search and investigation carried out in Aspnäs, 40 km northwest Arjeplog, during Aug 14-20 due to alleged impact of space missile.



1) A report was filed on Aug 12 by Mr Verner Karlsson who, while making hay, discovered a demolition crater at a swamp. The diameter of the crater was abt 1 m.



2) Departure from Boden on Aug 13 at 7 pm with arrival at Aspnäs on Aug 14 kl 2pm.



3) On arrival to the crater it was established that it looked like a demolition crater of the kind that would appear when blowing up some sticks of dynamite in a wet swamp.



The diameter of the crater was barely 1 m.

The crater was filled with water.

2 m away from the crater there was a dead snipe that appeared to have been dead for a couple of days.



Interrogation of the local inhabitants revealed that nobody had noticed any missile in the air or seen any impact.  



4) The depth down to firm ground was established to be 2-2,5 m.



5) It was agreed with Mr Verner Karlsson that he would set up a construction of matched boards forming an area of 3x3m around the crater in order to be able to carry out an excavation.



6) It was agreed with the assistant district attorney of Arjeplog, Mr Rosenlund, that he would supervise the search work.



7) On Aug 20 the district attorney informed us that the excavation

was unsuccessful. 



Boden Aug ..., 1946



Anders Jonsson

Lieutenant



----------------------------------------------------------
-------------





Clas



INTERVIEW WITH ELOF KARLSSON, ASPNÄS AND

VERNER KARLSSON, VAUKAGÅRDEN, ARJEPLOG -

VISIT TO ARJEPLOG ON JUNE 7, 1987



Re: The crater at Aspnäs, discovered on Aug 12, 1946 by Verner Karsson



Elof told me that he believed the crater was caused by some  youngsters having played with dynamite. But he did not know whether this was the case.



Verner, who was staying for the time being at the Nomadskolan, recalls:




"I was working alone in the fields at Valvottjärn making hay as I discovered the crater down on the shore. It was filled with water almost up to the rim. A few metres away there was a dead bird.



The pit looked like something caused by an explosion or an impact of some kind. But nobody in the village had noticed any crash."



Verner called the police. Probably from his own phone at home.



"The police came immediately as far as I recall. They dug in the  the bottom of the pit but it was even and smooth and there was no trace of any objects down in the mud.



One theory was that some youngsters in the village would have blown up the som sticks of dynamite but I am doubtful about that theory. There was something strange about the crater."



At this time of year (in the spring) the pit is filled with water.



----------------------------------------------



The following young men lived in the village in 1946:



Åke Karlsson (son of Elof) 0910-70070, Skellefteå



Artur Karlsson (son of Hugo) 0921-50353 or 21016 in Boden. There are two men by the same name.



Gustav Seppi (fosterson of Hugo) living at Ange south of Arjeplog according to Elof Karlsson.




To be commented and checked.../AL



Translation credit: Telle Lilja






August 13: Manchester Guardian





The Manchester Guardian published this leading article: 




”SWEDEN´S BOMB
”



Sweden not long ago decided, in spite of the Peace Conference, that a regular exercise of her air-raid sirens was a wise precaution, and she possibly finds her reading of the future confirmed by the missiles which every now and again fly overhead. No one has said who starts them on their journey, but it does not need much imagination to see Russian engineers, no doubt assisted by obedient German scientists, operating from a research station on the Baltic coast. Russia, of course, could have found a more secret practice range, but she probably enjoys revealing a little of her plaything, just as America carefully lets us know at least enough about her bomb to hold it in respect. The most interesting point about Sweden´s visitor is its range; it is reported to be at least 600 miles (which i roughly the distance from Peenemünde to London), and maybe more. But it is strange that the world, in this period of peace-making and settlement, should be so assiduous and demonstrative in military research. Ourselves in Australia with rockets, the Americans also with rockets and with how much more, the Russians with a weapon snatched out of Germany´s 
failing hands - it is all too much like a group of wrestlers showing off their muscles between bouts.
”



Svenska Dagbladet, of Stockholm, quoted the Manchester Guardian text, noting that 
”without any attempt of a delicate wording
” the editorial had 
”declared [the mysterious projectiles
] as coming from Russian launch sites
”. 
”The British press has contained several more or less fantastic informations on the flying bombs over Sweden, but this is the first time any paper brings up the matter in an editorial. The reason for this timing is probably rumours from Sweden that an official Swedish protest with 
”the power in question
” is soon to be expected.
” 





Another editorial in 
Östgöta-Correspondenten 
quoted the Manchester Guardian, and added: 
”From the Swedish side on can, by all means, have suspicions, but there is no reason to point out the sender of the unwellcome airmails, as long as there are no evidence. It couldn´t be that something has come up that the Foreign Ministry finds reasons to keep as a secret? Apart from this
,
 the description, in the British newspaper, of the real doings of the three large powers
, is probably rather correct. Here in little Sweden we 
probably 
cannot do anything 
else 
but, 
while 
voicing the integrity of our airspace, ask that the training
 exercises
 be placed somewhere else
.
”






Sources: Manchester Guardian, August 13 [
Foreign Ministry archives]; Svenska Dagbladet, Aug. 14; Reuter
s
 telegram of Aug. 13 distributed by TT
; Arbeiderbladet (Oslo), Aug. 14; 
Östgöta-Correspondenten, Aug. 14. 






August 13: Flying fortresses in successful remote-control flight



Östersunds-Posten reported, August 13: 



PILOTLESS FLIGHT HAWAII-CALIFORNIA. Two American radio-controlled flying fortresses recently completed a more than 4000 km long flight from Hawaii to California. It was the longest pilotless ever performed by bombers.
 Above [picture with article] we can see three 
remote-controlled 
flying fortresses tested 
in flight, 
here 
controlled from a mothership which 
operate at a distance
 of 
more than 
80 kilometres. These airplanes have taken part in the photographing of the nuclear bomb at Bikini.
” 
 












Case xxx. A crash in lake Storsjön






To be commented and checked.../AL






Memo

concerning observations of "ghost missiles" in the neighbourhood of Svenstavik station.


	--------






On August 13, 1946 at 11.00-11.30 am a "ghost missile" was seen in the neighbourhood of Svenstavik station. Observations were made at three different observation spots as per enclosed sketch, numbered 1-3.



The missile, making a powerfully hissing noise, is described to have been abt 60 cm of length and was equipped with short wings which were placed somewhat to the forward from the middle section.



The course of events was as follows.



A man named Åström was busy sawing timber when he heard a loudly hissing and whining sound (no 1 at the sketch). As he looked up in the direction from where the noise came he saw a missile as per the above description. The missile was moving at "high speed" at an altitude of abt 100 m. Diving angle abt 30 degrees at straight northerly course. Åström was convinced that the object would crash in the lake but a clump of birch trees at the lake prevented him from seeing the impact. The noise immediately ceased after the missile had disappeared behind the birch trees.



About 25 m to the north (no 2) another man, Andersson, made a similar observation concerning sound and features of the missile. Andersson rather saw the trajectory crosswise through a gap in the curtain of trees. He thought he saw the missile lose speed and "tip the wings". He is convinced that the missile crashed into the water but due to the clump of trees he could not see the impact.



At no 3 a man named Edström was busy digging a foundation. He also heard the powerful noise and made the same observations as the others with regard to the features of the missile. From where Edström was standing the trajectory of the missile was abt + 45 degr. When the missile was in the direction of abt 5700 it was hidden by the birch trees. 



No observations have been reported from the opposite side of the lake.



The depth of water in the creek is 2 m at the deepest point but is not more than 1 m practically anywhere in the bay. In the spring the bay is dry. The bottom consists of a tightly packed mixture of clay and sand and the shore is somewhat gravelly. The water is muddy and the visibillity is only about 0,3-0,4 m.



On the sketch the trajectory of the missile is marked with a red line,

as observed from no 1. A line is showing the direction as it was last seen from no 3.



When estimating the probable area where the missile can be found the following has been taken into consideration.



* Impact could not have taken place to the west of the o-line from no 1.



* Within the triangle, limited by the o-line at no1,  the direction line at no 3 when last sighted and the shore, the missile must still have been airborn. 



* If the diving angle was 30 degrees and the altitude 100 m at the observation point no 1, impact would have taken place abt 200 m from no 1, that is almost on the shore-line. The observation at no 3 showing that the missile was still airborn further north points to the fact that the altitude or more probably the diving angle was misjudged.



* The area where the missile should be searched in the first place is along the dashed line on the sketch. How far to the north it should be searched depends on whether the missile is believed to have gone straight  to the bottom or if it could have slided forward on the water or below the surface.



Search is going on since August 17 through dragging of the bottom with a chain. An electriacal mine detector was tried but detection is not possible for objects deeper down than 0,2 m.



Östersund August 22, 1946



L Falk



To be commented and checked.../AL



Translation credit: Telle Lilja












The sunny side



































Irritating winged creatures!

These swarms of ghost rockets

unfortunately cannot be turned away.

Do they come from other planets?

Or are they a much closer threat?

Where the hell is the wasp´s nest?, 

asks the General Staff and so do we. 



	S.



  From: Morgon Tidningen, August 13, 1946.










August 14: Swedish prime minister on the ghost rockets



”NO DEMARCHE ON THE GHOST BOMBS, SAYS P.A.HANSSON. Statement by the prime minister to Jönköpings-Posten
 (liberal)
. 



”J
P (Jönköpings-Posten) has made a request with prime minister Per Albin Hansson 
[social democrat] 
to hear if the government presently prepares any demarche in Moscow on 
o
ccasion of the military test objects being sent over our country. 



”- The government has not contemplated making any demarche in Moscow concerning the ghost rockets over Sweden, says the prime minister. It has so far not been possible to certify what kind of objects it is, that have been sighted, and their origin has neither been identified. For this reason it is not possible for the government to make any request by the government of any other country. Mr. Hansson didn´t want to make any other statement on the issue.” (Jönköpings-Posten, Aug. 14)



This short item was distributed by TT and reprinted by many papers. One source (S.H.Jones: The Swedish ghost rockets. Flying Saucer News, Summer 1955) later reported
, 
based on Keesing´s Contemporary Archives, 1946, p. 8112
,
  that the statement by P.A.Hansson was made on August 15
 in the Swedish Riksdag (parliament).
 We have found no proof of that version. 



The Communist paper Ny Dag published the JP story with the following comments: 



”This is all obvious. Even the Jönköpings-Posten editor should have understood that if one had been able to tangibly establish the existence of such ”ghost projectiles” such a protest [would] had followed, as a letter in the mail, since, of course, we cannot tolerate that our air space is used as a shooting trajectory for the one who happens to feel the need of it. But the Jönköpings-Posten editor had apparently thought that only if a ghost rocket psychosis of enough dimensions can be stirred up, this is sufficient as a basis for a demarche - by whome? Jönköpings-Posten should try to control their eagerness a little - even though it is out in a urgent matter.” (Ny Dag, Aug. 15)



  





Case xxx.

Projectile seen from B 18 bomber



To be commented and checked.../AL



TO THE AIR DEFENCE DEPT AT THE DEFENCE STAFF, STHLM

FROM FLYING OFFICER G. IRHOLM



Re: A flying missile



I have the honour of reporting an observation made on August 14, 1946 at 10.02-10.04 am. I saw a flying missile of the kind that is mentioned in report nr 7:49 of June 12, 1946 from the Defence Staff. The circumstances were as follows.



I was a pilot and doing navigation flying with a B18 A at an altitude of 100 m on the route F1 Malingsbo (18km NW Skinnskatteberg) - F1 Krylbo. Staff sergeant Möller assisted me.



On the route Malingsbo - Krylbo we noticed after about 2 minutes an aircraft-shaped object, on the left abt 20 degrees southeast, just above the horizon. I estimated the altitude of the object to be abt 250 m. My own flying altitude was abt 200 m above the ground. The distance to the object was abt 2000 m.



The weather conditions at the time were as follows:



Cloud height		abt 800 m

Amount of clouds		6-8/10

Horizontal visibility	30-40 km



Having the latest newspaper reports in mind with regard to overflights on Swedish territory by above mentioned missiles I got immediately suspicious	. Furthermore I could not identify the object as any Swedish aeroplane.



I decided to keep eye contact with the object and to overtake it at a suitable opportunity. After about 10 sec I had to look down at the instruments to switch over to maximum cruising speed. When I looked up the object was gone.



I suspected it had disappeared under the horizon and therefore I reduced the cruising altitude. It appeared that both I and the object had arrived over a relatively low countryside, and we had both reduced the cruising altitude thus maintaining a constant altitude above the ground.



After about 30 seconds staff sergeant Möller discovered the object 30 degrees to our right. We had kept our own course all the time. Immediately I made a turn ending up at a parallell course with the object and switched to maximum capacity.



The shortest distance between us was abt 1000 m. It immediately appeared that I would not be able to keep pace with the object whose flying speed was at least 600-700 km/h. After about 2 minutes the object vanished in southeasterly direction.



A storm with heavy rain and a cloud height of 100-300 m lay straight ahead and the object disappeared into it.



Conclusion:



The object kept a constant crusing altitude of 250 m and thus followed the topography of the ground on the whole.



The flying speed was considerably higher than the speed of an aeroplane, about 600-700 km/h. Our speed was 380 km/h.



Characteristics: Fuselage reminding of a B19. No wings, no control surface or protruding parts visible at observation distance. Dark colour.



Length approximately 15 m, cross section abt 1 m, cigar shaped.



No light visible. However, I noticed a missile overflying Västerås on August 11 at 8.48 pm which had a light. 



A propeller-driven Swedish fighter cannot be expected to keep pace with this kind of missile.



The observation was made at 10.02 - 10.04. Air routes as per enclosed sketch.



Mix-up with fighter Vampire is out of the question, as no such plane was in the area at the time of observation as per information received from F13.



Västerås August 14, 1946

I m

Flying officer



Staff sergeant Möller had nothing further to add to the above report.

Västerås August 14, 1946

Möller

Staff sergeant



-------------------------------------------------------------------



REPORT FROM VISIT TO F16 ON AUG 22, 1946



The purpose of the visit was 



a)  to compare the report of flying officer Irholm dated Aug 14 with the navigation flight carried out by a division from F16 on Aug 14, in order to find out if the object that Irholm observed could have been a fighter J26.



b) to keep the aircrew of F16, who will be included in the "alert squad", informed.



a)) Present at meeting: 7 people from F16 (2 people were away on assignment), flying officer Irholm and staff sergeant Möller, F1.



On Aug 14, 9 aeroplanes from F16 carried out a navigation flight on the route F16 pkt (?)  156 V Norberg - Floda church (Södermanland). Start of first plane at 09.40 am (radio time) with intervals of 5 min. Cruising altitude min 100 m, max 300 m. Cruising speed 420-425 km/h. Flying time for all aircrafts 15 min + - 1 min. After the turning point pkt 156 no plane has materially been west of the airway pkt 156 - Floda church. The course after pkt 156 was 165 degrees. 



Flying officer Irholm made the observation at 10.02 - 10.04 (radio time) 7 km east-northeast of Malingsbo church, the observed object having an estimated course of 138 degrees.



The only plane from F16 which, according to the time schedule, could have been at the point of observation at 10.02 - 10.04, is the one that took off at 09.45 am. The pilot however insists that he never went west of the airway pkt 156 - Floda church. Instead he chose to fly east of this airway due to better checkpoints. Course direction Irholm´s observation - Floda church 157 degrees. None of the pilots have observed any B18 or any other flying object.



Flying officer Irholm says that he observed the object about 60 degrees to the left, his own course being 245 degrees. His own speed was 380 km/h and he saw the object at a distance of abt 3 km. If it had been a J26 with a speed of 425 km/h Irholm would have been the first to reach the point of intersection. 



It got out of his sight and he rediscovered it 45 degrees to the right in front of him at a distance of abt 2 km. The cruising speed of the object must therefore have been at least 800 km/h.



Flying officer Irholm and staff sergeant Möller maintain that the object observed was not mixed up with a J26 or any other conventional aeroplane, due to the short distance and the excellent visibility.



Conclusion

----------------

The object observed by flying officer Irholm and staff sergeant Möller



- could have been an aeroplane J26 from F16 with regard to



-time of observation

-cruising altitude

-changes in crusing altitude with the ground

-estimated length of fuselage



- could not have been a J26 considering



-the statement that the airway of J26 was abt 15 km east of the point of observation

-the course

-the cruising speed

-the general characteristics of the object

-the fact that no J26 pilot saw a B18



With reference to the above I do not consider it probable that the object observed was a J26 or any other Swedish aeroplane.



b)) CF 16 and the aircrew were given a general information on observations received so far, characteristics of objects etc, and  specific details that are most important to look for.



Stockholm August 23, 1946

Eric Malmberg

Fli



----------------------------------------------------



TELEPHONE INTERVIEW

IRHOLM  INTERVIEWED  BY CLAS SVAHN



Re: G Irholms observation on Aug 14, 1946



Address: Gustaf Adolfsgatan 17, 582 20 Linköping 013-136784



At the time of observation Irholm was a flying officer at F1 in Västervik where he was head of the amalgamated squadron B18. In December same year he flew to England in order to bring home four J28 Vampires to Bråvalla (F13) in Norrköping. Later he was  head of the experimental plant at Malmslätt until 1971 and had a similar position until his retirement in 1979.



After 1946 Irholm occupied himself with trials of new types of Swedish fighters but especially with missiles and rockets, including trial launches. He lived in Stockholm 1953-1964 and then moved back to Linköping.



CS: Would you tell me what happened in the morning of August 14?



GI: We were out on a practice flight and according to our plans we should have been flying to the south over Södermanland and back to Västerås. As far as I recall the weather was pretty bad down south, with heavy rain and low level clouds and as we were praciticing navigating with ground visibility we changed the course to the north, to the northwest out of Västerås instead. 



In those days we had a freedom of choice to change routes very quickly. I think there were about two/three planes out there on that particular day and it so happended that we flew towards the northwest instead. 



CS:Tell me what happened when you discovered the object.



GI: That was also by chance. The best area of visibility in the cockpit is onwards and it was in front of the nose of the fuselage

in our direction that I discovered the object, somewhat to the right of our route. It´s like when you are driving a car, you do not stare straight in front of you all the time but gaze to the left and to the right within a certain range. When you are flying you also try to look back now and then.



The object suddenly appeared in our range of vision over the horizon.



CS: You told us earlier that the object was about 3-4 km away.



GI: It is hard to tell but I saw an object slightly above the horizon which lacked the natural shape of an aeroplane. It had no fin, for example. What we saw was more or less a picture of a cigar with no protruding parts in any direction.



My immediate reaction was that this could not be an ordinary aeroplane. I was used to seeing them and they have a special kind of silhouette composed by the fin.



Anyway I saw a sillhouette. I had no chance to estimate the extension length. What I saw could have been a disc seen from the side - or a cigar.



Later it was discussed whether this had been a J26 as this type of plane was out on a navigation flight in the area but a J26 has a very characteristic fin and control surfaces and also a big cooler under the belly. In short - it has easily recognizable features. What we saw was quite different. We were close enough for me to decide whether it was an aeroplane or not. The object was completely torpedo-shaped.



CS: Could there have been wings on the cigar that you did not notice?



GI: Of course there could have been wings. I cannot say whether there were wings or not. I can only say that it is possible. If the wings were at the same level as I was they were not visible. The wing at the far end would in that case have been hidden by the object itself. I cannot help you there.



CS: Did not notice any exhaust blaze?



GI: No I did not and I did not see any lights or any smoke.



CS: When you accelerated in order to catch up with the object you said it disappeared for some time...



GI: Yes, but there is a perfectly natural explanation to that. We had a relatively low cruising altitude, probably some hundred metres. The old planes had a construction that made them climb slightly when you increased the engine capacity. And if you just climb some 20-30 metres you will lose an object out of sight below the skyline.

Then you have to adapt very quickly and get down those metres again. That is what happened.



CS: So it was just for a very short period of time that you lost sight of the object?



GI: Yes it was. But during that moment it managed to move away across a relatively large angular sector. But it could not have been too far away as we had made a turn of abt 90-120 degrees and quite a lot of seconds had passed before my signaller Möller caught sight of it again. After a moment I discovered it too. 



But then it disappeared. In a very short time it disappeared out of sight. Unfortunately.



CS: That must have confused you a lot?



GI: Yes. You see what you see and there isn´t much else to do about it than to report it. That´s what I did. Then you risk to get misunderstood, to be considered mentally ill or whatever. That´s a risk you have to take.



CS: Was there anybody who did not believe you?



GI: Nobody ever criticized me or blew me up or called me names. But if things like this would happen you just have to learn not to take them too seriously.



CS: What did really happen when you accelerated trying to get closer to the object? Did the object react in any way?



GI: When I accelerated in order to try to catch up it just left off. We did not have a chance. I could watch it for abt 2-3 minutes before it disappeared out of sight.



My impression was that the object never paid any attention to us. It just continued its course. I had hoped that somebody would have made a radar observation but I never heard if that was the case.



CS: To whom did you report your observation?



GI: I do not remember that clearly. I followed the official policy and reported it to some officer at F1 who saw to it that the information was forwarded to the parties concerned, I suppose.



After that I was asked to come up to Stockholm, and something quite unusual happened that day. I flew an SK 15 to Bromma and a car was probably there to pick me up. Later on, the same day as I took off to fly back I almost had a head-on collision with a passanger airliner, abt 10-12 km from Bromma. We only just made it. I suppose the other plane lifted one of its wings slightly and I stepped on the gas - that was a narrow escape.



None of us ever mentioned the incident. Today an incident like this would have caused big headlines. In those days we did not say anything.



CS: You had a bit of luck there.



GI: You bet I had. I remember I had the sun in my face and that is why I did not see anything. The sunshine was that strong I did not even see the big passanger airliner coming, a DC3 or whatever it was.



CS: Why were you asked to come up to Stockholm?



GI: Well I suppose they wanted to interrogate me...and I suppose it was old Nisse Söderberg.... no, it was Westergren... the old air commodore (?) Bertil Westergren ....Westerberg.....Westergren.

He wanted to talk to me and ask me in detail about what I had seen. Unfortunately I did not have much more to tell other than I had already mentioned in my report.



CS: You were not asked to make a sketch of what you had seen?



GI: No.



CS: Nobody ever asked for a sketch at any occasion?



GI: Not that I can recall. In that case I would have included one in the report.



CS: How long after your observation did you fly to Stockholm?



GI: I do not recall. It may have been even before I wrote the report down. I´m not sure there.



CS: It was not very long anyway?



GI: No, it was in connection with the incident. The next day or something like that.



CS: They called you and asked you to fly up there?



GI: Yes, I think that is what happened. I flew up on the same day as they called. To the Air Administration (?).



CS: So it was´nt anybody from the "ghost rocket squad" who called you?



GI: Nobody from that squad wanted to talk to me. No it was the Air Administration and the air commodore. He considered himself the most competent person technically, and the most well-informed etc.

I do not recall any meeting with any squad at the Defence staff. I met with Bertil Westergren and I guess he was the one who informed Eric Malmberg. 



Nor do I recall the trial flight performed later on at F16. In any case I did not go with any of the planes. There was probably a meeting at F16 conducted by Malmberg and I was probably asked to tell my story to the boys and I suppose they tried to find out whether I could have mixed up the object with a fighter from F16, a Mustang for example. 



I am almost sure that it was no Mustang. Otherwise I would not have made such a fuss about it.



CS: Could it have been a V-bomber of some kind?



GI: A V1? I have only seen pictures of them, never in reality. But I should hardly think so. They can make abt 400-500 km/h as far as I remember and in that case I would not have lost it out of sight as quickly as I did. It just left us behind.



Of course a B18 does not accelerate very fast. If we kept a speed of 300 km/h and stepped on the gas it would take some time before we would have reached 380-400 km/h. During that period of time a plane that has some advantage will have covered some distance. 



CS: Did you get the impression that the object was pointed both at the front part and in the back ?



GI: Yes. It was just like a fat, good cigar, pointed both at the front and in the back. The were no features differing from an ordinary grey cigar. The object was dark greyish.



CS: Were the ends pointed or blunt?



GI: I could not say. They looked about the same as the end of the cigar which is cut off. We were not close enough for me to tell any more details. Unfortunately.



CS: There is one more thing. Would you have a photo available of yourself from those days, possible in front of an aeroplane?



GI: I do not know. I´ll have to search in my drawers.



CS: We would appreciate if you could lend it to us for publishing in the book that would possibly be the result of our research.



GI: I´ll make a note of it in my mind, until I receive your copy. I´ll try to find one until then. I´ll have to take some scorn for this but that cannot be helped.



To be further commented.../AL



Translation credit: Telle Lilja







Case xxx.

An electrical ”ghost bomb” 



Time: Wednesday, August 14

Place: Svarvartorpssjön near Anderstorp (county of Jönköping)



””GHOSTBOMB SEEN IN ANDERSTORP”. The police at Anderstorp was yesterday alarmed by some youngsters who had observed a mysterious fireball in a treetop in the woods near Svarvartorpssjön. The youngsters stated that the fireball was luminous and gave a shine that was visible far away, and that a crackling sound was heard. 



”With a certain amount of tension one went out to investigate the case more closely, and, yes, when one arrived at the three, where the phenomenon had been observed, and proceeded to touch the tree, not only came the luminousity back, but the tree was even loaded with electricity. The reason for this was that a high-voltage cable had been damaged, by the strong wind, and was hanging in the tree. Despite the wet weather, voltage decreased so much that one could stand the current and no accident thus occured. In the night the cable was repaired.” 



Status: Electrical short-circuit 

Source: Smålands Folkblad, August 15.







Case xxx.



To be commented.../AL



TO THE AIR DEPT OF THE DEFENCE STAFF



Re: Observation of a rocket-powered missile on Aug 15



While crayfishing on the west side of the cape of Storsjön - between Gnesta and Björnlunda, where the manor of Närlunda is situated - a luminous object was sighted in the sky at 9.07 until 9.08 pm. The object was assumed to be a rocket-powered missile. 



Witnesses were Major Thure Olsson, undersigned, two ladies and a ten year old boy. The boy was the first one to make the observation.

He made us aware of a light at the verge of the forest, somewhat west of L in Ljunga.



The boy told us that he had seen the light standing still for a while. The rest of us just saw it moving in an even, possibly declining trajectory from northwest towards southeast. We could watch it for a minute until it disappeared behind a clump of trees between us and B in Björkeby.



The object did not seem to be very distant and we assumed it moved above the lake Nyckelsjön and the airport at Vängse. The light was very brilliant and seemed to have a long and narrow shape. The light intensity was not constant but seemed to decrease periodically and then increase again.



We saw no fuselage and heard no sound of an engine. As it was a quiet evening we would have heard a sound coming from an aeroplane. The distance may have been longer, however, than we thought.



The object could not have been a meteor as it seemed to move relatively slowly and as the trajectory was almost horizontal. We also discussed the possibility of a jet plane or a commercial aeroplane with powerful lights in the cabin windows, or an aeroplane with an engine failure of a kind  that would cause a brightly shining  exhaust flame. None of us, however, believed in any of these explanations.



Later on I contacted the aviation guard at Vängse airport to check if any aeroplanes had been in the air at the time and if somebody else had noticed the strange light. As we did not hear about anybody else having seen the phenomenon and as we have not had any explanation we decided to report our observations. 



Närlunda Säteri, Gnesta, August 19, 1946

/signed/ Matts A Stenström



To be commented.../AL



Translation credit: Telle Lilja







August 15: A qualified assessment by a military associate of Expressen



Expressen, the evening newspaper published in Stockholm, published the following lengthy review of the situation: 



”THE MULTITUDE OF GHOST BOMB REPORTS A TYPICAL EXAMPLE OF MASS SUGGESTION. THE START OF THE CRAYFISH PARTY SEASON BROUGHT THE PEAK OF THE REPORTS. By Expressen´s military correspondent Harald Jacobson.



”......To be translated.







August 15: The Staff answers questions from the American attaché



To be translated...





August 15: Letter to the editor



”THE GHOST BOMBS. Latest news is that the ghost bombs have been observed near Stockholm. These fireballs came, however, from one of the Navy´s stores, where a man was sorting out light balls or signal shots. For the sake of variety he had shot off one of these light balls in the air, and behold, more was not needed to set the fantasy going in this case too. By now the Swedish public should recognise the mysterious ghost bombs that sweep in over our country. Most of them do not, either, take these fantasy ghost bombs for real. 



”If it wasn´t a star this time, too, but instead Russian experiments with V-1 or yet other untested weapons, as some believe, why shall they then be allowed to use Sweden as a target of their experiments? By writing in the newspapers, the Russians are informed where there projectiles fall, and they only have to make their measures and calculations. But, of course, Swedes help everyone.  I.J., Södertälje”



Source: Expressen, August 15





August 15: Failing New Mexico rocket





”
300 METER 
COLUMN OF FIRE 
WHEN V2 CRASHED. New York, Friday (TT from Reuter). A German V2 rocket which on Thursday was fired from the American experimental station at White Sands, New Mexico, misfired and changed directions several times during its flight. At 6.500 m altitude it lost its fins. Ground crew attempted to get the projectile to land and finally it crashed about 2 kms from the firing point. On impact a 
column of 
burning 
oil was thrown 300 meters up in the air. 
As far as is known, no human being was hurt.
” (Katrineholms-Kuriren, August 16). 
[
Willy Ley, in his book lists the August 15 crash as the tenth V2 fired from White Sands]





August 16: Liverpool man writes the Staff about radio interferences




On August 16, A.G.Bullen of 29, Newstead Road, Liverpool, wrote
 a letter to
 the Swedish Consul in Liverpool 
which finally ended with the Swedish military attaché in London 
and was forwarde
d (Sept. 5) to Col. Kempff of the Defence Staff´s foreign department. Bullen wrote: 



Rocket bombs on Sweden



Dear Sirs, 

In case the matter is of interest to you I noticed during the German bombardment of London with their V-weapons; especially the V-2 rockets, that a particular form of interference with radio reception occurred and the amount of such interference indicated the intesity of the bombardment that night. Press reports simply reported the fact that rockets had reached London in large or small numbers. 



I noticed similar radio interference about the end of June this year and in a note to the Press commented on the fact that some experiments were taking place with rockets. Later the newspapers reported the rockets reaching Sweden. 



Last night
 [August 15]
 I noticed
 the same interference with radio reception so wrote to the Liverpool Echo stating that despite the report of Sweden granting a loan of £70 millions to Russia -- the indications were that more rockets would reach Sweden. If they had reports today bearing on that point would they publish the fact. 





T
onight you may have noticed the [Liverpool] Echo report of a rocket exploding over the town of Malmoe and the authorities are seeking fragments of the rocket-bomb. The item appeared in the later editions of the Echo and my letter which would not be collected from the posting box before 8.30 am today probably anticipated the receipt of the news item from Sweden. I think the Echo people will be satisfied with the evidence that there is a connection between radio interference and rocket bombardment of Sweden. The matter porbably will inter
est your authorities in Sweden in which event I may be able to supply some detailed information. 





I might state that I have no connection with any official department in this, or other country. I am a technician who has a Security sense. Many very interesting things have previously been discovered by noting the unusual with radio reception during the war  which appears to be suspended rather then ended. 



Yours faithfully, /signed/  A.G.Bullen.
”
 




This intriguing letter was sent
,
 by Major 
Nils 
Ahlgren of th
e Air Defence department
,
 to the top se
cret Defence Radio Institu
tion 
(FRA)
, for their comments,
 
with notes 
about 
three sightings 
that had occured
 in the evening of August 15.





Commander 
Torgil Thorén, head of FRA returned the letter on Sept. 30 with the following note: 
”Returned to Fst/L (Defence Staff/Air Defence department) asking 
that
 more information be
 obtained from Mr Bullen, particularly concerning the frequency areas where disturbances have appeared and their character.
”
 






It took some time, but on October 23, Lieutenant Colonel F.Strömberg of the Defence Staff´s attaché bureau directed these questions to the military attaché in London, Lieutenant Colonel A.E.Francke. It is not known if there ever was a request to Mr.Bullen for more information. 




Source:
 Documents in Defence Staff files.



 







August 16: Mobile air force radar moved to the archipelago



”The Air Force ER [radar units] are being moved to the archipelago: Landsort (ready Aug. 16), Ytterhamnskär and Bullarö (ready Aug. 19); direct telephone lines to the Air Force command centre. When the connections are ready a fighter group shall be ready at Uppsala [F16 wing flying P-51 Mustangs, Swedish designation J-26].” 



Source: Defence Staff ”Memo August 16 concerning space projectiles”. 





August 16: Views of a Danish 

V
-
weapon expert



”DANISH EXPERT ON THE GHOST ROCKETS. 



C
openhagen, Friday (Svenska Dagbladets correspondent). The Danish aviation expert John Foltmann [1892-1964], who during the war studied the German experiments with rocket bombs, and who, after the war, has been able to review German written reports concerning the tests, thinks that the space projectiles, which presently now and then are observed in Scandinavia, defintely remind him of the German rocket weapons. 































Photo of John Foltmann (from his book)







”- As far as I could see, the Germans had come very far with their last tests, he says. They first had a radio controlled rocket bomb, which [they] guided to the target by way of a radar system [?], but this was not very fast. Then came the V2 bomb, which was extremely fast, not radio controlled, but preset for the target. V2 was the projectile with the widest range. It had a range of 320 kilometers, but the Germans were very far on a new bomb, which should have been able to fly 600 km. Those projectiles which were on the experimental stage, in the days of surrender, should have been shot from airplanes and could then be brought by radio control directly to the target at a speed of 1.000 km/h.” (Svenska Dagbladet, Aug 17)



The original interview was published by the Danish Berlingske Tidende (BT). Willy Wegner, in his work on the ghost rockets quotes this article. Foltmann is asked whether there is any likeness with the V bombs of the War years:



”Yes, defintely. We all know the V-1 and the V-2 but the Germans had, except these rocket weapons, a number of others with which they experimented and, as far as I have been able to see, they were far ahead with their tests”. Foltmann mentions, in the interview, the Schmetterling, guided by a radar system. The speed of this rocket was not in excess of 1.000 km/h. The speed of ghost rockets in Sweden had been calculated, according to BT, at about 1.400 km/h. Foltmann also mentions the Wasserfall and the radio-guided Henschell HS 298, aim for delivery, against the target, from an airplane. Several of these later rockets had strobe lights astern so that they could be followed visually. 



”Does Captain Foltmann believe that the possibilities of sending the rockets on such long ranges are already at hand? - Absolutely. It wouldn´t surprise me if one with the present experiments have reached distances of about 1.000 kilometers. We do know that the British and the American work on such tests, and they are hardly the only ones. I remember one of the German rocket weapon designers saying that by 1947 it would have been possible for the Germans to develop rockets which could fly from northern Germany to New York, or other American cities - they could also be used as mail rockets, he added.”



Sources: Svenska Dagbladet, Aug. 17; Willy Wegner: Spögelsesraketterne over Skandinavien i 1946, 1971, pp. 15-16; On the life of Foltmann, see: John Foltmann: Kaptajn Foltmann fortaeller.., 1964, Flyvs forlag, Copenhagen. 



(??? The Berlingske interview, a long and detailed interview, was (later)  found in my files and will (later) be translated in full...)







































  





 Advertisement published August 17 for the new issue of ”Se”, a popular weekly magazine. 





Case xxx.

Two witnesses, ”particularly reliable”



Time: Friday, August 16, at 18.30

Place: near Växjö (?), County of Kronoberg (Småland)



”TRUSTWORTHY REPORT OF SPACE PROJECTILE. LUMINOUS OBJECT SEEN FOR TWO OR TREE MINUTES. To Växjöbladet a sighting of a space projectile was reported on Friday evening which seems more credible than the first reports of such phenomena, seen so far. Two wellknown persons, judged by the editorial staff as particularly reliable, had, during a trip by car, seen the ghost projectile, which, according to their opinion, absolutely couldn´t be mistaken for, for instance, a meteor. The object seemed like a very strongly luminous ball, encircled by a darker body, the shape or dimensions of which, however, was not possible to view more closely. The altitude above the ground was estimated to be about 200 meters and the object moved from west to east, possibly with a slight inclination for the south. The phenomenon, which was discovered at 18.30 yesterday evening, was, from the place of observation seen for two or three minutes and during this time there seemed to be no change of altitude. 



Status: Unidentified

Source: Växjöbladet, Aug. 17. Credit: Håkan Fenander



August 17: View of a Danish astronomer



”The wellknown [Danish] astronomer [Carl] Luplau-Jensen declared on Saturday to Aftenbladet, that the many space projectiles seen are falling stars, which, as known, are especially numerous this time of the year.”  (TT newswire from Copenhagen, Aug. 17)





Post-war V´s



































  - Shouldn´t we be accepted by the United Nations,   we the only nation where there presently is a war going on!



  From: Verdens Gang (Oslo, Norway), August 16





Case xxx.

The fireball that cut a telephone wire



Time: Sunday, August 18, 18.30

Place: Unknown (mid-Sweden)



”FIREBALL CUT TELEPHONE WIRE. A person in a place in middle Sweden observed at 18.30 on Sunday a luminous ball in the sky. The luminous ball seemed to be the size of a croquet ball [Sw. krocketklot] and seemingly collided with a telephone wire that snapped. Parts of the wire have been found, but from the projectile, which seemingly continued, no trace has been found.”



This case was never noted by the Defence Staff, although it was distributed by the newswire agency TT and published by Svenska Dagbladet, which was read at the Staff. The exact place of the incident is unknown but might be recovered if more local Swedish newspapers are combed for data. 



Status: Insufficient information

Source: Svenska Dagbladet and TT newswire nr 92, August 18.





















































The great riddle

What kind of machines, are travelling about

on nights late, frightening everyone?



It flashes as if, it was a fireworks

It lights as if, it overtook the falling star



In castles and huts, on land and in town

now riddles are taken, on contract



”It can´t be rocket bombs, can it?

Then I must travel, to auntee in Hjo!”



The bows of the rockets, in darkening air

torment with fear, our small common sense



It wouldn´t be bad, don´t you think?, if all of this

was only a mirrage, of an optical kind



Source: Stockholms-Tidningen, August 18, 1946













The ghost rocket in Denmark



The ghost rocket a common sight

is in these days, as you know

Around the heavens they lively travel

Recently one of them in Denmark

was caught, and found, that

last night it´ was released

by a company sitting peacefully

having their supper, somewhere on Fyn



Poem published by Dagens Nyheter, Aug. 19





August 20: Doolittle, Sarnoff and Bader 
come
 to
 Stockholm



To be translated. See also article in AFU Newsletter #36.





Case xxx.

Magpie caused ghost rocket fever



Time: Tuesday, August 20, evening

Place: Nyhem (county of Jämtland)



”STEEP-DIVING  MAGPIE  IN  NYHEM CAUSES  GHOST ROCKET  FEVER. Nyhem, Wednesday (Östersunds-Posten). How the numerous ghost rockets, in some cases, are being formed, was discovered in Nyhem this Wednesday. If one had not  discovered the tragi-comical reason, the rumour of a real ghost rocket had certainly soon been around. 



”It was on Tuesday evening that some persons in Nyhem watched a dark object which, with moderate speed, steep-dived towards the upper part of the village. No details could be discerned at the distance that the spectators, but it was only, as has been said, a dark object that moved down towards the horizon. Shortly before it seemingly reached the edge of the horizon it exploded with a loud bang and at the same time gave off an intense light. At once the theory of the ghost rocket was appearing and the more the thing was talked about the more convinced one were that it was a weapon of the future which had chosen Nyhem as a testing place. And so the rumour was going around.  



”This morning the problem was solved, however, when a youngster from the village found, off the railway station, the remains of a poor magpie which had met its fate in the high-voltage lines of the railway. This was the dark object which, the night before, had aroused the villagers minds when its steep-dives caused a short-circuit with [an] accompanying bang and light.



”One cannot help but wonder if not more of the mysterious ghost rockets, over the country, may have a similarly similar origin like this, even thought it has been proved that certain phenomena are real.” 



Status: Magpie

Source: Östersunds-Posten, August 22, also distributed by Associated Press and published by [the Norwegian] Aftenposten, August 23.



































The ghost rocket. 

More and more people claim that they have seen the ghost rocket. 

- In this way I can ghost-ride the papers for a long time yet. 



Source: Friheten [Norwegian newspaper], August 20, [by] Bidstrup in ”Land och Folk” [another Norwegian paper].





August 21: Danish censorship



To be translated...





August 21: A Russian flying boat over the Blekinge archipelago



To be translated...




August 21: Radar rocket hunt 



w
ould 
require 
Swedish 
mass drafts





General Sarnoff´s statements on the use of radar against ghost bombs prom
oted a wave of media interest in that subj
ect. Aftontidningen´s commentator 
”Sir N.
” [nom de plume for ................] 
wrote:




”
EFFECTIVE GHOST ROCKET HUNT WITH RADAR

REQUIRE MASS DRAFTS OF PEOPLE
”





”
- Theoritically there are of course good possibilities 
for
 
Swedish defence t
o hunt down the ghost rockets - with radar 
and
 echo-radio [Swedish term for radar] but practically it would now create great difficulties because it would demand very extensive 
technical 
equipment
 and organization. 
 






”
It is an expert in the area, who in this connection prefers anonymity, who s
tates this
 in a talk with AT
,
 in view of the statements by the American General
 David 
Sarnoff
 on arrival in Stockholm. General Sarnoff is vice-chairman of the Radio Corporation of America (RCA), he is selling radar equipment and he is willing to help Sweden track the ghost bombs. An ordinary radar 
installation could determine both direction and size of the projectile, he 
says. 






”
- That is quite correct - if only you make 
certain reservations, says the AT source. It depends on the wave-length of the installation. If you have a great wave-length you get no echo
s
 from little things
, if you have a lesser wave-length you can truely catch even the smaller object
s,
 but then range decreases. 





”
In other words: it Swedish defence should arrange a complete radar net against these ghost rockets it would require installations which 
had 
as its only
 object 
the
 catching 
”
the sights
”
 of the
se
 projectiles, it would
 also
 require a large number of installations of lesser wave-length by which one could
,
 from different places
,
 study them 
as
 regard
s their
 size, direction of motion, etc. 




”
I don´t know, says the AT source, how well-equipped 
Swedish defence is with radar
s right now, but one thing is completely 
sure
, 
it would require lots of people for such a readiness. One single installtion require 3-4 men every hour and th
ese people have to be relieved.






”
Right now defence have no other people than those in training and the
refore 
it is hardly possible to arrange an
 effective readiness 
against
 ghost rockets like what would be possible
 during mobilization
,
 without mass drafts of people.
 






”
By the way, says the AT source, military authorities are not very keen on informing the possible consignor of the ghost bombs about what possibilites are at hand and what has been done co
ncerning the ghost rocket hunt.
”



Source: Aftontidningen, August 21, 1946.






August 21: First Swedish rocket on show for 
commission
 members




A 
number of media representatives, and
 
six 
members of the 1945 Swedish defence commission, were spectators as the first 
air-to-ground rockets were
 fired from 
Swedish-built 
J-22
 fighters
,
 
at old tanks
, at the Kråk testing field
 close to lake Vättern
. No direct hit, 
”but it will come
”, said 
Air Forc
e
 commanders
. 
”The projectile is 
perfectly
 new and the pilots have not had the opportunity to practice
”. 
The rocket
s
 will, shortly, go in
to serial production by Bofors
.
 
(
Svenska Dagbladet, Aug. 22
, also 
TT telegram published by 
[among others] 
Katrineholms-Kuriren, Au
g 21 and Bohuslänningen, Aug 22)
 












